WINTER 2008

Teaching Methods Newsletter

Distinguished Senior Lecturer,

Whenever | have When | broached the issue with
to speak publicly
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ANot hing is somet.

doandalwaysa good thing

Sadly, | am much less successful at

(lazy, undisciplined, etc.). That
seemed too seHerving and
David Simon inconsistent with my experience, so |
Sokolow
it was the substantive materi&hould
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myetasachiang ngethaddlogy: WMouldg
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inquiry were productive. But
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colleagues, several blamed the students

looked for other explanations. Perhap
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Association of American

It promises to be a lively affair.

you that you will come away

with a host of great ideas you

%an use to foster learning in your
classroom.
Hereds to a

your loved ones.

Many of the presentations will
be interactive in nature. | assure

happ
angl fruitful new year to you and

| hope to see
Method? Certainly, these avenues of you in San Diego next month!

heeding that motto than he was.

Let me give you an example. As a ultimately | realized that teaching

techniquecan make a critical
ddi fference when
understanding.

grad student, | took a seminar on
teaching medieval art. Each student ha

to randomly select a card dealing with
Beauvais Cathedr al
wi ndows. 0O

us hadseven minute® present. You

. Therd#lis mow anrexdensive litefatbirg

learns in the same way. As a result,

T kueporting the notd thasnst everya@nRounsements/ Workshop

different teaching techniques may
benefit different types of learners. Fa
example, diagrams help visual learneg|

must be kidding! Beauvais wa#ll glass,
floor to ceiling- the epitome of Gothic
architecture. | gotto go first. | had
culled from the thousands of available  who benefit fromseeinghings

windows fifteen pairs of slides. | had mapped out; repetition helps auditory
just brought up the second pair when an learners, who learn byearing

(| alarm clock went off. My time was up! participation helps oral learners who
The teacher spent the next two hours onabsorb information bgpeakingand
What | should have done: briefly problems/ playacting help kinesthetic

\ described the subject matter and locatiorlearners who learn byoing | try to

of the cycles, followed by two (!) pairs of incorporate all these techniques into
slides comparing styles. The trick was tomy teaching so every student has an
give an overview of the topic without opportunity to learn regardless of his
Adumbi ng downo t he hemearnmg styla.l or gett
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The ASP Section Program Committee:

Co-chairs: Robin Boyle and Vinita Bali

Members: Michele Anglade, Hillary Burgess, Tracy Coan, Carmen Morales, David Nadvorney,
Suzanne Schmitz, Michael Schwartz, Nancy Soonpaa, and Emily Randon.

Teaching Methods Section Program Committee:

Chair: David Nadvorney

Members: Paul Baier, Robin Boyle, Andrew Beckerman, Lynn Daggett, Barbara Glesner Fines,
Laurie Kadoch, Charles Senger, David Sokolow, and Roy Stuckey.

2009 AALS Joint Program for the Academic Support and Teaching Methods
Sections

The Section on Academic Support and the Section on Teaching Methods are excited to announce
fabulous joint workshop for the Annual Meeting in January 09, to be held in San Diego,

California. The Program Committees received many fine proposals in response to the jointly
issued Call for Proposals. Here are the details of the upcominghtbme@rogram scheduled for
Wednesday, January 7, 9:00 A.NM2:00 P.M.

Title of the Workshop: Teaching to the Entire Class: Innovative and Effective
Instruction to Engage Every Student

Program Description: This workshop will introduce and demonstrate ways that professors can
use both academic support insights about law student learning and innovative teaching
methodologies to engage more students, in more ways, than can be achieved solely by traditional
means.The program will begin with an introduction to and experience in active learning
techniques, will move on to examples of ways to enrich doctrinal classes by expanding the purviev
and methods of classroom instruction, and conclude with a focus on the use of visual and graphic
images for learning lawParticipants should expect to be actively involved in the program: each
portion will offer handson participation, and will model some of the kinds of interactive exercises
and dialogue that can be adapted for classroom use.
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