
Whenever I have 

to speak publicly 

or write a public 

message, I recall 

with a smile the 

favorite aphorism 

of the late Tom 

Gee, the Fifth 

Circuit judge for whom I clerked: 

ñNothing is sometimes a good thing to 

do and always a good thing to say!ò  

Sadly, I am much less successful at 

heeding that motto than he was.   
 

     Let me give you an example.  As a 

grad student, I took a seminar on 

teaching medieval art.  Each student had 

to randomly select a card dealing with 

Beauvais Cathedral.  Mine read, ñStained 

glass windows.ò  The next class, each of 

us had seven minutes to present.  You 

must be kidding!  Beauvais was all glass, 

floor to ceiling-- the epitome of Gothic 

architecture.  I got to go first.  I had 

culled from the thousands of available 

windows fifteen pairs of slides.  I had 

just brought up the second pair when an 

alarm clock went off.  My time was up!  

The teacher spent the next two hours on 

what I should have done: briefly 

described the subject matter and location 

of the cycles, followed by two (!) pairs of 

slides comparing styles.  The trick was to 

give an overview of the topic without 

ñdumbing downò the material or getting 

bogged down in details.  That experience 

provided me with a valuable lesson I 

have tried to consistently employ in my 

teaching-- whatever the topic! 
 

     After 31 years of teaching (28 in law 

and 3 in art history), I am of the view that 

communication is not in what is said, but 

in what is heard.  At the outset of my 

career, I assumed that if students did not 

ñget it,ò I was at fault, despite excellent 

evaluations.   
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When I broached the issue with 

colleagues, several blamed the students 

(lazy, undisciplined, etc.).  That 

seemed too self-serving and 

inconsistent with my experience, so I 

looked for other explanations.  Perhaps 

it was the substantive material: Should 

I use a different case?  Supplement 

with outside sources?  Maybe it was 

my teaching methodology:  Would 

lecture be better than the Socratic 

Method?  Certainly, these avenues of 

inquiry were productive.  But 

ultimately I realized that teaching 

technique can make a critical 

difference when it comes to studentsô 

understanding.       
             
        There is now an extensive literature 

supporting the notion that not everyone 

learns in the same way.  As a result, 

different teaching techniques may 

benefit different types of learners.  For 

example, diagrams help visual learners, 

who benefit from seeing things 

mapped out; repetition helps auditory 

learners, who learn by hearing; 

participation helps oral learners who 

absorb information by speaking; and 

problems/ playacting help kinesthetic 

learners who learn by doing.  I try to 

incorporate all these techniques into 

my teaching so every student has an 

opportunity to learn regardless of his or 

her learning style.  
 

    These observations are not simply 

the musings of a senile academic in the 

twilight of his career (though they may 

be that as well).  They are designed to 

pique your interest in this yearôs annual 

section program, ñTeaching to the 

Entire Class: Innovative and Effective 

Instruction to Engage Every Student.ò  

The program is being jointly sponsored 

with the AALS Section on Academic 

Support.   

It promises to be a lively affair.       
     
    Many of the presentations will 

be interactive in nature.  I assure 

you that you will come away 

with a host of great ideas you 

can use to foster learning in your 

classroom.    
 

    Hereôs to a happy, healthy, 

and fruitful new year to you and 

your loved ones.   I hope to see 

you in San Diego next month!  
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The Section on Academic Support and the Section on Teaching Methods are excited to announce a 

fabulous joint workshop for the Annual Meeting in January 09, to be held in San Diego, 

California.  The Program Committees received many fine proposals in response to the jointly-

issued Call for Proposals.  Here are the details of the upcoming three-hour program scheduled for 

Wednesday, January 7, 9:00 A.M. -12:00 P.M.  

2009 AALS Joint Program for the Academic Support and Teaching Methods 

Sections  

The ASP Section Program Committee:   
 

Co-chairs: Robin Boyle and Vinita Bali 

Members: Michele Anglade, Hillary Burgess, Tracy Coan, Carmen Morales, David Nadvorney, 

Suzanne Schmitz, Michael Schwartz, Nancy Soonpaa, and Emily Randon.  
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Title of the Workshop:  Teaching to the Entire Class:  Innovative and Effective 

Instruction to Engage Every Student 
 
Program Description:  This workshop will introduce and demonstrate ways that professors can 

use both academic support insights about law student learning and innovative teaching 

methodologies to engage more students, in more ways, than can be achieved solely by traditional 

means.  The program will begin with an introduction to and experience in active learning 

techniques, will move on to examples of ways to enrich doctrinal classes by expanding the purview 

and methods of classroom instruction, and conclude with a focus on the use of visual and graphic 

images for learning law.  Participants should expect to be actively involved in the program: each 

portion will offer hands-on participation, and will model some of the kinds of interactive exercises 

and dialogue that can be adapted for classroom use.  

Teaching Methods Section Program Committee:  
 

Chair: David Nadvorney 

Members: Paul Baier, Robin Boyle, Andrew Beckerman, Lynn Daggett, Barbara Glesner Fines, 

Laurie Kadoch, Charles Senger, David Sokolow, and Roy Stuckey.  
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